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Satire’s my weapor; but I’m too discreet, 
Jo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Porer. 


—ov0dvu— 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
| —_—— 
From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to the 
Yellow Bonze at Japan. 
CORCNATION EXPECTATIONS !— SUDDEN ALARM !— 
QUEEN’S SPECTRE! PROBABLE DANGER!—PRUDENT 
PRECAUTION !-—AND GooD ADVICE!!! 


Respected Yellow Friend, 

Once more, in the recesses of my dungeon, 
do I sit down at midnight to address thee, the dear re- 
membrance of my heart. At this moment, perhaps, thou 
also art secreted in the gloom of the sacred temple, con- 
templating the mysteries of thy faith, or preparing for the 
ensuing solemnities of thy religion. In the midst of th 
devotions, I know thou wilt remember thy little friend of 
the dark countenance ; and ask for me the favouring su- 
perintendence of the power whom thou servest. It is not 
only the moralist, and the politician who experiences the 
instability of human affairs. We are all in the hands of 
destiny ; and as the proverb here has it, “ though man 
“* proposes, God disposes.” When I last addressed thee, 
and that but a few short days ago, all here was joy and 
gladness. A proclamation had gone forth, ordering all 
the good and loyal subjects of this realm, to prepare their 
smiles and graces, for public exhibition on the 19th in- 
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stant:—and, in due obedience to superior orders, the 
people lad bevan to rehcarse their ‘S quips, and cranks, 
ss — jul ity ) Thou mightest have seen greybeards str ut~ 
ting berore the mirror, and ende avouring to recollect the 
v ery cast of couatenance, with which they had greeted 
George the ‘Phird, to put on in compliment to his suc- 
cessor, George the Fourth! Any remnant of the appa- 
rel, in which they had been present at the prior ceremo- 
ny. was an invaluable prize, as it afforded the means of 
Mowing the precedent, on the present occasion. Those 
who were not old enoueh to have witnessed the prior 
coronation, Were seen running about ia every direction, 
to hey hints for the nvethod of { behaving themselves, when 
they should Aear the precession had begun; as well as 
the mode of altiring themselves, to render their joy con- 
epicuous in their apparel; and, probably, as some per- 
sons puton black clothes to show the sorrow which they 
do not fecl, some few gracelcss, heartless, thankless fos 
lows, might hepe their ‘garments would relieve them of'a 
portion of their redundant poy, aud speak their royalty 
as loudly as if their lungs were rent, and the air scared 
by its boisterous es hibition! The middle aged, who had 
no precise nolions of what a coronation was, but ima- 
wined it to be the very extreme of beauty, elegance, and 
splendour, busied themselves in prep ‘aring to look as 
fovedy as they could, by the aid of the tailor, mantua- 
mak 1, milliner, bair-dresser, and the assistance of new 
Wis, false hair, pasto-gems, and ostrich-feathers. The 
very young were literally mad with Jey; and expecta- 
tan; and eve ry child in the metropolis was taught to 
expeat the very pretest puppet-shew that it had ever 
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reco! Al the nursery-miaids were employed in the de- 
Mption of the part ficulars to their voung charges—how, 
the king was to be covered all over with gold, and silver 

how tis robes contained forty yards of velvet, which 
hs We d how very great a man he must be, as two or 
three vards would have made a very good petticoat—how 
there were to se abies made of lords, waiters of 
vkes, valels of fidd-marshals, and waiting maids of 


puches.e8 — inne tlic bishop was to walk before, and the 
cold-stick behind the king '_how one lord was to hold 
u up fits train. and another to air his shirt!—how West- 


pinster fall was to be filled up finer than Richardson’s 
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booth, at Bartholomew fair!—how the champion was to 
ride as fine as the man in armour on Lord Mayor’s-day ! 

—and how he had almost learnt to eet upon his horse 
without assistance,—and could actuatly ride Lim without 
being Aeld on, for all his armour was so monstrous heavy, 
as to weigh seventy pounds !—how Sadler’s Wells was 
nothing to ii, and how far Astley’s and the Cobourg were 
nothing at all to a sight so very, very ine !——how it was 
better to walk about the streets, and hear of so fine a 
shew, than even to call in the man who walks about here 
at Christmas with a magic lanihora, which he calis a 
galante-shew ! A miss in her teens, who has been al- 
ready twice asked in church, and has all her wedding- 
clothes at the milliners, affords but a slight example of 
the throbbing anxiety, and expectation on tip-toe, which 
prevailed among “the million !” The manager of Covent- 
Garden Theatre, with a laudable desire to gratify this 
praiseworthy curiosity, got up a spectaele, in all points 
as nearly corresponding with the real show as_ possible, 
——He manufactured peers, and peeresses, archbishops, 
bishops, and ministers of state, with all imaginable fide- 
lity to the cmpeies, in point of dress ; though it must 
be allowed the parties whom he exhibited for the origi- 
nals, were mucli finer personages, and conducted them- 
selves with more grace than could have been expected 
in real life ;—ithe nobility of the stage being more perfect 
in points of carriage and deportment for public exhibi- 
tions, than those who only play in public once or twice 
inacentury. Not content with one monarch, the ma- 
nager gave them two; and treated them at the same 
time with a royal dealt b, as Well as a royal coronation! 
But all would not do; it was not real—it was only a 
sham coronation ; and though the manager swore, in the 
bitterness of bis heart, that the Board of Green Cloth, 
the Board of Works, and the Lord Chamberlain to boot, 
were novices to him, in the art of getting up shews, and 
that they could not make any thing half so pretty—the 
public were not to be deceived—ihey reserved themselves 
for the reat, or iginat, shew, which they cannot see, and 
shunned a much more splendid spectacle, which was 
offered them at a shilling a piece! 

So much for pudlie taste in these matters ; ; but I ra- 
ther think that under all this Zoyalty, on the part of the 
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public, there was a little, lurking selftove, that prompted 
this decision :—for | am infurmed, that it is not entirely 
for the King, that ostriches have their tails robbed of 
their Siatliors, to adorn the heads of the females, or the 
silk-worm defrauded of its nest, to exhibit the grace and 
symmetry of their forms. A very old gentleman tells 
me they wish to shew themselves, quite as mueh as they 
desire to see either the King, or his Grace of Canter- 
bury; and this supposition has some weight with me; 
for 1 perceive many parties have engaged seats, and 
rooms, in places where no part of the pageant can by 
possibility be seen ; which would countenance the idea that 
they wished to be gazed at, rather than to gaze—to be a 
part of the shew—and not mere spectators. And the 
old gentleman says, that they who are anxious to have 
the best places, are not actuated by any excess of loyalty ; 
but only think, the greatest crowd of fashionables will 
be there, and themselves exhibited in a more enviable 
and convenient point of view. I was expressing my 
astonishment at the prices demanded in some snug places, 
when my aged friend said rather abruptly—“ tut! you 
“© mistake the matter! What are a few paltry sovereigns 
“toa young lady, who wants to inveigle a lover, or to 
“ an old one, who would indulge in an ieielome ? Don’t 
“they spend as much to exhibit themselves at races, 
“* routs, and Sunday concerts ?” The scandal of this re- 
mark, however, raised my indignation; and 1 reptied, 
“if it were co, they might as “well have gone to the 
“‘ theatre, to see the moek Coronation, that being from 
“‘time immemorial, the scene of fashionable assigna- 
“tions.” ** Ah!” said he, * you foreigners will never 
‘comprehend us;—and yet in this case your want of 
“ sagacity surprizes me. Women in fashionable life 
“‘ trust little to their own charms. hey wil! not believe 
" c, that nature has given them any attractions; but ima- 
ine they must purchase them at the shops of friseurs, 
“ bloom-sellers, feather-merchants, jewellers, and men- 
“ milliners. A fine head of hair, falling in Greciar 
“ ringlets over the polished forehead, or down the i ivory 
“neck, is a vulgar beauty, compared with a tiara of 
‘¢ French paste, roses manufactured out of coloured silk, 
“and the order of nature inverted by placing on the 
“ head of a woman, the cast-off ornament of the tail of a 
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silly bird! Nature, besides, does not know how to co- 
lour the skin of female beauty. She does not throw 
red enough into the cheeks, or sufficiently polish the 
whiteness of the neck, or bosom ; and as the latter has 
been converted into comamon property, by public exhi- 
bition, these wastes of nature must be decorated for 
‘¢ the display. They are accordingly painted of a glossy 
‘ white; and the cheeks and lips are crimsoned into the 
full blaze of roseate health, though the owner may be 
a viclim to langour, and disease :—it Is true, the ex- 
‘¢ pression, which is the only real, or lasting beauty, is 
by these means destreyed. A lady made up for such 
‘an exhibition, must carefully repress all her feelings, 
“ lest she should destroy her appearance. . A tear falling 
“* on the cheek would chase the bloom from off the fur- 
row in its course: and any risible emotion beyond a 
smile, might endanger the whole enamel! This may 
‘* in some measure account for that amzable indifference 
which prevails in the first circles, when the misfortunes 
“© of others are in question. They cannot express their 
‘ feelings:—they would be sorrowful if they dare; but 

then they must retire to their closets, andl prepare for 


the expected tears. This is, however,” continued he, 
‘‘a digression. I was abeut to say, that public exhibi- 
ce 


tions are expensive; and husbands are not always pro- 
“vided with cash, If their wives had gone to see the 
theatrical Coronation, it would have been considered 
as satisfying their curiosity, and they might have been 
expected to give up the idea of seeing the REAL KING! 
Besides, a dress for the theatre would not have 
been hajf so expensive, and consequently not half so 
agreeable, as one ‘ for the Coronation Y As it means 
any thing, nothing could be too extravagantly, or ele- 
gantly indecent, for ‘a Coronation? It affords an 
unlimited licence for wanton taste, and capricious tem- 
“per. Then, what are the gazers at a theatre, to the 
gapers at a Coronation! Do what yeu will, say the 
ladies, at the theatre, those minxes on the stage come 
in for their share of the admiration. Exhibit as 
“ much as we will, say the dear creatures, the leg and 
‘¢ foot of an opera-dancer, run away with half the heads 
‘© in the boxes! Then they are so cramped up, that if 
*¢ our petticoals were ever so short, and our ankles ever 
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“ g9 handsome, it were all in vain. To be sure, we shall 
“be as closely squeezed at the Coronation; but then 
“ there will be no opera-dancers to divide the attention. 
“ The public rivalry, too, while it excites extravagance, 
“ helps to justify it. One lady cannot by possibility ap- 
“ pear in any way, Which may be excelled by any of her 
* acquaintances, ‘whom she may happen to encounter ; 
“ and the poor husbands, and fathers, are met at every 
“ objection, by ‘ Lord bless us! Is it not the Corona- 
“tion? Is the man so disloyal, as ever to expect to 
“see snother? And would he begrudge an expence 
“ that can’t be avoided, and that has 1 rot occurred for 
*¢ these sixty years béluee’t 

I was alraid the varrulous vid gentleman would never 
have concluded this philippie apes 1 the fair sex ; and I was 
about to reprove him tor his dis weston: to libel; but 
beiny Whispered by another friend, that he was only de- 
scribing a scene that had taken place i in his own family, 

Was silent, and not a Tittle happy to escape his com- 
pany. But I could not escape from the topic of the co- 
ronation. If f ventured to peep out, it was my torment ! 
And if | kept in my own room, every head that peeped 
in, was sure lo wag out its ton: oue, , with—-** Well, what 
“of the coronation ? —have you heard of the coronation 1 2 
—Who is going to the coronation 7?—Will it be fine at 
the coronation? What is to be done at the coronation 2?” 
untill | was ready to exclaim, ‘* Deliver me from the co- 
* ronation?” In the midst of all this endless and inevitable 
clamour, while joy was in its delirium, and expectation 
had run mad, such is the instabilily of human atiairs, even 
when King’s are concerned, that the torch of discord has 
been suddenly thrown inte the midst of the preparations, 
and alarm has succeeded to the phrenzy of rapture, Her 
Majesty, the Queen, Vas CF cluded from the ceremony. 
It was determived she should not be ero wneds; and she 
was civilly requested to keep away, with the solemn as- 
surance that a was not at all weaaiiel in the pageant— 
that it would be equally well conducted without her— 
and, in fact, the places were all engayed, and no room 
could be made for her, ‘Phese satisfactor y — it 
was imac ined would keep ! er MTaje sly WAY s—but tralas ! 
the Lord Chamberlain and his associates had laboured SO 
successfully to impress upon the public, that this paseant 
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was to surpass all others in brilliance and splendour ; and 
the Courier and Morning Post had been so minute in 
particularizing the splendid effect which was to be pro- 
duced. that her Ma jesty’s curiosity to see what never 
could be seen again was naturally excited, and she 
suddenly declared her intention of being present as 
A SPECTATOR Of this royal pageantry, alinough excluded 
from becoming iis ** vrace and ornainc ut!? Imagine 
the presence ofa speetr e, when a bridegroom was loak- 
ed tor by the fearful, w isl ful, bride! Imagine another 
to intrude nr Wfamoov a groupe of urchins " listeni: iw to 

goblin tales! Imagine the consternation of Aladdin, 
when his lamp was voue, and his palace had fled through 
the air! [mzgine ‘what a certain noble lord will feel 
when the arcuives of Ireland are unfolded before a just 
tribunal! Imagine the disappointment of Sir William 
{Curlis, when inviled to a dinucr, where the turtle-soup 
is absent !— —or that of a political judge, when a verdict 
of not guilty salutes his astonished ears, afler an elabo- 
rate charge to the contrary :—and combining all these 
feelings, thou mayest have a faint idea of those that 
agitated the Cabinet when it was formally announced 
her Majesty had determined to honour their ensuing pa- 
geant with her royal presence. In ‘* my mind’s eye,’ 
i Wituess their alarm, when “frequent and full, “the 

great assembly,” in vain waited for means to be devised 
for the preven tion of the threatened visit! 

They now experience the folly of boasting of the won- 
ders they were about to produce; and feel, too late, 
they had better have coneerted their measures more 
prevately. They should have said nothing on the sub- 
ject, till it was over !—or, if they must have spoken, in- 
stead of blazoning an intention of surpassing all possible 
comprehension by the magnificence they were about to 
display ; they should have discreetly said it was nothing 
but a mere compliance wilh an ordinary custom—a thing 
of no consequence in tie world—a mere march of party- 
coloured jackets—-a prayer—a dinner—and tv bed! 
Then, when they had smuggled the matter safely over 
they mivht have boasted witha danger of its ‘superb 
mayult ficenco—its lustrous splendour—the dignity and 
grace of ils altendanis—and the solemn pie ly evinced 
during * the sacred me! of the ceremony! This would 
have been a triumph! No one could have disputed what 
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O One saw ;—all confusion would have been avoided.— 
Nay, had the matter been quite private, and the presence 
of a Queen been deemed necessary, a substitute might 
have been found for the occasion—and the defect in what 
is called by the Times, most profanely, a “ one-eyed 
*¢ coronation” micht have been remedied. But publicity 
has been the bane of all this! The exhibition of the pre- 
parations made already, and the description of what is. 
still to be done, has awakened the euriosity of all ranks ; 
and it could not have been hoped, that the Queen had so 
little, as not to partake in the general feeling. So it has 
turned out. Her Majesty declares she “ will go,” and 
has demanded a situation to be provided for her. This 
has deranged all the proceedings. It will be quite im- 
possible to go through the ceremony, with due regard to 
propriety, if she is there. This she must know; but she 
is a Woman, and will have her way! What is to be 
done, to prevent her intrusion, it is not easy to deter- 
mine. She has no regard whatever for the nerves of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury! She does not feel 
ashamed to meet him, though he has said, o¢ seemed te. 
say—‘S Goalong! naughty woman! go along! wecan- 
** not pray for you, because there isso much reason why 
“we should!” Nor does she seem to regard Lord 
Liverpoal’s—‘ Pray, good woman! da stand out of our 
“way. Wedon’t want to interrupt you, nor you to in- 
“ terrupt us. Pray do, leave us alone!” She is equally 
insensible to Sidmouth’s pretty way of advising her to 
follow the advice of his colleagte, as it is all for Aer be- 
nefit, if she would only be advised. Nay, the Courier 
hints, she is ¢reasonably disposed, to believe that a king 
of this country cannot deprive any subject of his rights, 
without assigning a sufficient reason :—and that al- 
though his ministers assert it is the king’s pleasure she 
should not be there, that she is treasonably determined 
upon going. It is added, that, as her husband, he has an 
undoubted right to order her to stay at home; and yet, 
most horrible to relate, it is to be feared she will not! 1, 
my frend, who was educated in the East, may subscribe 
to this doctrine ; but, alas! even in the East, there is no 
Managing women, without the bow-string. While the 
lungs play, there is no stopping the tongue; nor the feet 
either, unless we can lock them up, asthe Grand Seignior 
does, in his seraglio! Kings may command, but Queens 
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will not always obey. The crown may be refused ; but 
the Queen cannot be silenced. The custom says she 
should be crowned—both law and custom secure her 
right to be present as a spectator, and she declares she 
will avail herself of her right! What can the servants 
of the King do! Will they surround her house with 
guards to prevent her from leaving it? Or will they 
refuse her liberty to pass the barriers which are erected 
on the road to the Abbey? and if she persist i‘an at- 
tempt, to pass the barriers is she to be arrested, for a 
breach of the peace, which the opposition creates ; or 
conducted to the Tower, as a traitress, for atlempting to 
witness the coronation of the King, at which, as a 
peeress, she is commanded to attend! This would 
make an admirable case for the gentry of the long robe; 
—and, if it fell into the hands of the Chancellor, it 
would occupy him for the remainder of his life; unless 
it could be expected that a second miracle would enable 
him to see clearly for the second time in his life:* 
About the right of a husband to command his wife to 
stay at home, there is less doubt. It is as clear a right 
as the right of the people to petition; and it is almost 
of as much use. ‘Those wha are petitioned, are indeed 
generally civil, and put the petitions aside with the 
greatest good humour, and indifference in the world. I 
remember the House of Commons once received a coach- 
load at a time, without an angry observation, and paid 
as little attention to them, as the clerk of the stationary 
office would have done to the receipt of so many reams 
of blank paper. But the right of husbands to command 
their wives, 7s not so quietly exercised. All wives ad- 
mit it is very proper this right should be possessed by 
husbands; but they are by no means so patient when it 
is attempted to be put in practice. Some wives will not 
listen to their lords and masters. Others laugh at them 
—others evade thcir orders—others do Cirectly the re- 
verse of what they are ordered— but all agree to dis- 
** obey!” And as to enforcing the right to command, it 
is as much out of the question, as enforcing attention to 
petitions, There are some old fashioned, and obsolete 








rence ee ne 


_* On the sham-trial of the Queen, the chancellor, for the first 
tune in his life, said he had ne doubt about giving his opinion. His 
biographer, | trust, will remember this tu the ercdit uf his perception! 
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traditions about the people doing the datfer; but these 
are universally held to be ‘ malicious and_ seditious.” 
There was also a judge, who in support of the right of 
husbands to command, said obedience might be legally 
enforced by the applicaiion of a stick not larger in cir- 
cumference than the husbands’ thumb; probably fron 
having practically ascertained that a rod of such dimen- 
siors was requisite to keep Aés spouse in order. But 
although this is an excellent precedent, it does not fit the 
times so well as the case; and though probably Mr. 
Justice Bailey would deem it lawful, because such prac- 
tices do prevail in Russia, where, in kind anticipation of 
his wants, the father of the bride presents the bridegroom 
with a cudgel; il is certain such practices would uot ba 
tolerated in genteel lite, where itis the custom for the 
wives lo command their husbands : and Lam told the old 
law of the case is so are overturned, that some- 
limes the wives will beat their spouses into jegitimate 
submission. Ifere, then, allowing the precedent ‘to be of 
any Value, it is rendered useless | by the opposite custom, 
if nol obsolete by neglect. [tis, at best, but case against 
case, authority av ninst ay ithorit y: —and Ss r is daf= 
ficult to find umpires when ** doctors disagree,” Uie thing 
is ullerly impossible when lawyers differ :—tor, as Bul- 
ler humourously remarks— 
** While the purses can dispute; 
There’s no end of the tumortal suit?’ 
And, as to what becomes of those who have na purece, 
it is of no importance to the law. They may either 
heat, or be beaten, as the fates determine. The law 
only interferes on bebalf of those who remuncrate its 
agents for their trouble. 
Were it even established as a fact, thata husband might 

beat his wife, himsclt, tor leaving “his house, when he 
ordered her to stay at home, the difficulty would not 
be avoided. In this case, ‘the most accomplished een- 
theman in Europe” could not stoop to a personal chastise- 
ment of his oflending lady:—and were his own right re- 
cognized, it could not be dedegated to another ; or there 
might be found an illustrious gentleman whom report 
says, might lay it on as soundly with his hand, as he has 
done already with his lonvue. This delegation, however 
is impossible ; and personal ca: tigation being equally 


a 


Wnpesstble, haw is the offence to be reached? A much 
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wiser assemblage of statesmen than Castlereagh, and 
Co. might be perplexed in such a dilemma. Another 
question arises :—If a husband have an absolute control 
of his wife in Ais own house, and while she remains 
under his protection, does that tight continue when he 
has dismissed her from his house, refused to afford her 
either his protection, or his countenance, and left her to 
be provided for by other persons? FEfere all the rights 
of the husband are formatd/y, solemnly, and openly aban- 
doned. ‘The reins of full license are thrown into the 
hands of the wife:—and they cannot be resumed, with- 
out a restitution of conjugal rights, with the resumption 
of the conjugal authority. The husband in such case, 
can have no authority. [tis only in the character of the 
King, in which he holds any relation to the Queen. As 
his first subject, and at the head of the peeresses, she 
can forfeit no right, by the exertion of his authority, 
unless it be exerted in a legal method. All attempts to 
invalidate the legal rights of her Majesty have been tri- 
umphantly defeated :—and they cannot be abrogated by 
the personal caprice of any authority. 

Thus stands the matter. Determined not to be disap- 
pointed of a day’s amusement, should matters turn out 
unfavourable, Lord Castlereagh las had a comfortable 
private jig at his country seat, “with his Grace of Wel- 
lington, and certain other official fashionables. The 
timid h: we taken the alarm; and instead of gracing the 
seats at the coronation, have set off for the various water- 
ing places, to be out ‘of the way, if any thing should 
happen. ‘The very seats which we were told were all 
engaged, a great while ago, are now advertised as va- 
cant. So late as yesterday, situations were to be had 
in the Abbey, where even the ceremony of putting the 
crowa on the King’s head might be seen! The neigh- 
bouriny houses, instead of being perplexed how toaccom- 
modate parties, and fearful of asking too little for their 
accommodations, have got good places, with private 
rooms to dispose of! Tam afraid all that part of the 
shew, which depends upon the appearance of a well- 
dressed and merry-looking public, will be sadly im- 
paired ; for the frequenters of spectacles, who go to 
exhibit themselves, are naturally alarmed at any hint of 
the probahility of disorder; whieh the slight armour thet 
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defends their loveliness is not much calculated (o resist. 
A few pick-pockets would not be objected to; as their 
detection might add to the amusements of the day ; but 
when the Courier talks of the possibility of a day of 
hilarity being converted into one of ‘* tumult and bloo d- 
‘* shed,” the nerves of the lovely metropolitan citizens, 
however stimulated by loyalty, curiosity, and the desire 
of being seen, are likely to tremble. The sight of the 
pageant would be but a poor recompense for being 
frightened to death, if nothing worse shoyld chance to 
happen. ‘The appearance of the gentlemen, of course, 
depends upon the appearance of the ladies :—and since 
the Metropolis has put off its volunteer military habits, 
there are a great many good natured citizens who have 
taken such a liking to themselves, that they will keep 
out of harm’s way as much as possible ;—particularly 
nmong that class of powdered, sleek-headed gentlemen, 
who make such a figure at loyal dinners and loyal 
carousings! where they are quite delighted to eat 
turtle-soup, and swallow choice wines, out of pure 
affection for his most graciqus majesty! This is quite 
in their way. The wines are good, and the loyal toasts 
serve to relish them. I donot say their loyalty evaporutes, 
with the evaporation of the fumes of the wine; but it is 
certain, it always blooms most vigorously at such occae 
sional festivities, ‘They know, at any rate, there is some 
difference between the delights of good wine, and good 
fellowship ; and those discordant accompaniments of loy- 
alty ealled broken heads, or shattered limbs. These 
things are well enough, when others can be hired to 
wear them for three-pence or four-pence a day ; but if I 
were to ask Sir William Curtis to shoulder a musket, to 
take a constable’s staff, or to screen a minister of state 
from a shower of brick-bats, with the capacious tower of 
his portly person, he would be very likely to think me 
mad, or that I thought him so. I think I see the jolly 
old conqueror of prostrate venison, and thrice emptied 
tureens, put on one of his broad serious faces, at such a 
proposition; and banishing even the indicated propensity 
to smile which lurks under the wrinkles of his merry 
eyes, stammering out—‘* Why, as far as a bottle, or two, 
‘of port goes—or I would not mind three on such an 
* accasion— nobody would drih it, or pay for it, with 
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‘*¢ more pleasure. {[ am sure I have not been idle in the 
‘* wood cause. Nobody has done more to serve it, in that 
‘S way, than [ have—or in eating either, on all public 
‘- eccasicns. Why, at the accession, I got up a dinner, 
‘S and took the chair, myself, and did all I could; when 
“¢ not a soul of my titled friends would come near. That 
‘¢ | did a/é myself. But for getting into any chance of 
‘ danger, its another thing! What could a man of m 
“ weight do ina crowd, but get squeezed to a jelly! 
‘¢ And if there should be a row—TI don’t say there would 
‘¢ _why who so likely to get Az¢, as a man whom every 
“ body can see!’ Without these obvious excuses of the 
good Knight, the whole class would follow his cautious 
example; and lament that they were incapable of fight- 
ing for what they love so much. The unlucky suppo- 
sition of the Courier that “ ¢wmudtand bloodshed” might 
ensue, has thus had the most fatal effect. It is useless 
now to say, “‘ the whole police of the metropolis is distri- 
** buted in such a manner as to repel any indication of dis- 
** order :”—or that “ the military is sufficiently numerous 
** to protect the public peace!” These are considered by 
the timid, as indicating an apprehension that the order 
arid harmony of the day may be disturbed ;—and every 
one knows that to be able to suppress a tumult is very 
different from the ability to prevent it:-—and that those 
who suffer in the fray are but little consoled by the re- 
flection that their own party came off conqueror. The 
wisest plan is to keep out of the danger. It is well said, 
—that he— 


‘Who fights and runs, may fight agaio ! 
He can’t, who’s in the battle slain.” 
But your very cautious loyal peuple, who think good 
folks are sufficiently rare, and are therefore disposed to 
take care of themselves, improve upon this hint, and 
think keeping out of the batile, is still better than run- 
ning for the chance of a whele skin! It is probable, these 
considerations Will have a tendency to render the cere- 
mony extremely dull. The soldiers will be there—the 
police will be there—and the populace, whom no consi- 
deration of danger can deter from being present at such 
spectacles, will also be there.—The Queen will be there, 
with her attendants—the King and his attendants 
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will be there. Hlow the ceremony will be perforr- 
ed, or whether it will yet be postponed, it is hardly 
possible to guess: — but it is not difficult to- per- 
ceive that her Majesty will be the only person per- 
fectly at ease, and absolutely indifferent about the 
result. Some honest gormandizers, who only saw a 
good feast in the perspective, are now alarmed out of aul 
appetite, and are casting about for excuses to stay away ! 
Some officious persons have endeavoured to inculcate 
the idea, that the Queen means to take up the gauntlet 
of the Champion, and aecept his challenge; and that 
she will go on horseback, properly accoutred for the 
combat:—and they add, this is the reason why the 
Champion is so very diligent in his lessons how to 
mount, and sit his horse, lest he should be unexpectedly 
called upon to play the Champion, as well as to look 
like onc! In short, conjectures are endless. So fre- 

quently has her Majesty conquered her opponents, that 
there are those who assert she would beat the Champion, 
as easily as she has perplexed and defeated the Cabinet. 
For my part J have little reason to apprehend the result. 

Safe in my prison from all political, as from all natural 
tempests, I can look on, and smile at the follies of the 
world, in which but for this prevention, I might play a 
character as simple as the rest! Yet 1 cannot help 
thinking that had [ been a member of the cabinet, I 
could have managed to have kept these disputes within 
doors, and to have confined curtain lectures to the pa- 
lace, if not to the bed-room! What has the nation to do 
with these squabbles! How little do they make it 
appear, in the eyes of the world! The Grand Seignior, 
with a thousand wives, is never introduced to the public 
in his conjugal capacity. The Emperor of Morocco has 
probably as many, and yet we never hear of ea single 
dispute amongst them. The governor of a great nation 
ought never to appear before his subjects in ‘the charac- 
ter of an ordinary individual :—still less in a point of 
view which renders even an ordinary individual an ob- 
ject of pity with his neighbours ! What does society 
think of a husband who is always wrangling with his 
wife? Even supposing he is in the right, how very dis- 
advantageous is the light in which he is placed! Such 
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quarrels cannot be conducted with dignity. Their 
justice, or their unfortunate necessity may “apologize for, 
or pi alliate them; but the parties sink inevitably from 
the elevated situation which they ought to command in the 
circles among which they move. ‘These disputes cannot 
be invested with the importance of disputes between 
men. There is an air of ridicule constantly hanging 
about them, which provokes the neighbours to smile, 
even in the midst of their deepest regret! The more 
elevated the individuals, the greater the degree of merri- 
ment, when such matters become public. The anger of 
the man excites laughter, because it is directed azainst 
an object, who is protected from the cons2quences of de- 
riding it; and those who have the most reason to com- 
plain, (unless the law can redress their complaints) find 
it both wisdom and policy to be silent. How would the 
people of this country have wasted their lungs in railing, 
had such a scene of personal dispute been “displayed i in 
any other courtry! Ifit were possible that Mr. and 
Mrs. President of America could have been induced to 
make the public the confident of their nuptial secrets, 
and the umpire of their conjugal disputes! How would 
the sides of John Bull been distended ? 

If, then, the friends of no private individual would 
assist him in referring such disputes to such arbitration, 
how culpable must the ministers of a sovereign be, who 
could advise him to suffer such matters to transpire :— 
who could foster the prejudices they ought to have re- 
sisted—and who could place him in the disagreeable 
position of the public opponent of his wife and Queen! 
A coronaticn, under such circumstances, allowing that 
no further mischief ensues, is a barren spectacle!—a 
mere eecremony, in which the heart partakes not, and 
with which the judgment feels no satisfaction. Jt is not 
the momentary exhibition of rich clothes, that gives the 
value to a national festival. The great majority of the 
nation knows no more of the actual business of the scene, 
than if they were roving the deserts of America ; and 
unless their affections are engaged, and their hearts i in- 
terested, it matters not to them whether it takes place or 
not. In the most favorable circumslanees, not ticenty 
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thousand out of twenty millions could see any portion 
of the pageanty:—and to all the rest, the question re- 
solves itself into a mere dispute whether the Queen has, 
or has not a right to be crowned. Those who think her 
injured, will crown her in their affections ; and the ser- 
vants of the king have misinformed him, or neglected to 
tell him the truth, if he is not- aware that this number 
amounts to three-fourths of his subjects. I have given 
his advisers the best counsel in my power. I have 
told them if they will not retract the injuries they 
have done the Queen, not to add to their num- 
ber; but to prepare a seat for her reception — to 
accommodate her with a proper escort to the ceremony 
—and since they have failed in their endeavours to de- 
prive her Majesty of the rank of Queen, that they ought 
in common courtesy, to treat her with the customary 
etiquette. Then, let them look round, and endeavour to 
confer upon their pageant a little of that benevolent 
dustre which is to be found in the relief of the wretched ; 
and the reparation of the injuries sustained by the inno- 
cént. They have plenty of scope for the exercise of the 
prerogativeof mercy; both in mitigating the severity of 
justice; and in softening the rigour of perverted law! 
The magnificence of the hour will expire with the ex- 
piring lamps. If the memory of the ceremony is to be 
implanted in the bosoms of the people, it must be from 
the lasting benefits it confers, and the distress which it 
alleviates. 
Thy friend and weil-wisher, 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





The further communications of J. A. have been received :—and 
will be made use of at the first convenient opportunity. 


Mr. Hont.—In reply to S. M. we have to state that Mr. Hunt's 
Memoirs are delayed until the middle of this month, from the 
fati¢ue of the recent investigation ; and we are sorry to add, also 
from indisposition. 


The Address to the Electors of Petersfield, is unavoidably post- 
poned until next week. 


‘© A True-bora Englishman,”’ as early as possible. 
True Blue and X have been received. 
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THE BLACKNEDB, No. LXKV. 
a oe 


‘©My Mastors of Mierule! Lhave a crow to pluck with you.” 
Orv Puay. 


481. There are two sorts of people that profess rehigion,—- 
the hypocrites and those that mean well. The Aypocrites are 
not only the greater number, but the more subtle and crafty,— 
that profess veligion as a trade, and therefore omit no occasion 
to make the fairest skews, and pretend to the greatest zeal. 
The well. meaning are commonly so easy and simple, that they 
always suffer themselves to be governed by the hypocrites, who, 
with wrested gud misapplied texts of Scripture, and pulpit so- 
phistry, can pang make them believe any wickedpess— how 
inhuman soever—to be a Christian duty. —Sanuel Butler. 
Thoughts upon Vari ious Subjects, 1060, 


—e ee 


482. The other Canon is the Jast against vexations Citations, 
Wherein they seem to fave some sense of the great grievances 
that poor people lie under, by occasion of vexatious citations 
and molestations in Ecclesiastical Courts ; and I verily believe, 
that there is not a greater oppression in the whole kingdom 
upon the poorer so:t of people, than that which proceedeth out 
of these Courts, But now, Sir, let us see whit provision they 
have made against tt by this Canon. They say, because grest 
grtevances may fall upon people, by citations, on pretence only 
of the breach of that law—without any presentment or any 
other just ground,—that no citations grounded only as afore- 
said, shall issue out, except it be under the hand and seal of 
the Chanecllor, Commissary, Archdeacon, or other competent 
judge; so that, if there be amy sense in these words, thouzk 
there be no presentment at all, nor any other just ground, yet 
a citation may issue out, so it be under the hand and seal of the 
Chancellor, Cowmissary, or other competent judge, and the 
party shall not be discharged without paying his fees, nor have 
any relief by this Canon! But suppose the citation be not un- 
der the hand and seal of any competent judge, ~ that there 
was neither presentment nor any just grouad fur shall he 
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then he dismissed without paving any fees? No; unless first, 
contrary to the law of nature —there being no presentment nor 
just ground of accusation agaiust him) he shall by his e@th 

roe himself of pretended breaches of law; and then too, he 
‘hall onlv have the fees of the Court remitted, but no satisfac- 
tien for his troublesome and chargeable journey, and for the 
loss of his thne, and being drawn away from his affairs. Nay, 
bat they should seem to have beer too liberal of thetr favour, 
they add a proviso in the close of the Canon, that this grace of 
theirs shail not extend to any prievous crime, as Sciiism, Pucorn- 
tineneyv, Mi-behaviour in the ene or obsunate EInconfor- 
mitv! And what do they call mishehaviour in the Church? 
if aman does not kneel at the confession, or have his hat on 
when the lessons are reading. fa lke manner what do they 
ca.) obstinate In: pe anes v> Ifa man wi 7 not thin K what they 
would have him think,—if a man will not say W hat they would 
have hin sav,--if 2 man will wot swear what they would have 
him swear,---if aman will not read what they would have him 
read,-- it aman will not preach what they wouk Yhave him preach, 
---if a man will not pray what they would have him-pray,---in 
short, if aiman will not do whatever they would have him to da, 
then he is an inconformist ; and after that they have duly ad- 
monisied him--prime, secundo, tertio, all in one breath,---then 
he isan obsituate inconformist. 

Now, Sir, iny huible motion is, that in consideration of all 
these premises, and what b asides hath been well laid open by 
others, we should proceed to dann these Canons, not oaly as 
contrary to the laws of the land, bat also as containing sundry 

matters---destructive of the rights of Parliament, and of the 
fundamental aud other principal laws of this kingdom, and 
otherwise of very dangerous consequences.-+- Honourable Na- 
thanael Fiemnucs.---Speech in the Commons on the late Canons, 
and | the new oath, 1640 


49%. Morality, unconnected with religion, rests solely qu the 
foundation of reason, and is the sole preserver of the peace of 
the work: relly Arua 1s the } reverse, foy every re eligion bene vig 
itse'f the true one, is of course tutelerant towards all others, 
andsecks to subject all toitsown faith; hence come ‘ warsand 
fightings.’ Reason is one and the same in all climates and 
countries, aod therefore it can never be at variance with itself, 
nor persecute others who are the most remote from its doc- 
ines 2 it tay seek to convert, but never by the means of force 
or VIolenee : ifs Oy Wesvpans are Persuasion snd arvumentt ° 


- 
ee Pere + iP <0: 
forced Is simpie anu inte hye 


hg ole, for it believes nothing which 
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it cannot understand, nor enforces more upon others: at pre- 
feads not to comprehend either the formation or government 
of the world, and limits its researches to the moral. duties 
between man and man: it teaches us to do to others what we 
wish them to do tous; and seeks its own good. without neg- 
lecting that of others: it tells us in one word that general uti- 
tvs the first rule of all our actions, and that while we do 
harm to ourselves or to others, we do harm to the community. 
Much more may be taught, but much more it is not easy to 
comprehend.—/William Burdon, Materials for Thinking. 
1803. 


Ce ene 


484. Despotical power—is an absolute arbitrary powet one 
mao has over another,—to take away his life whenever he 
pleases. This is a power, which neither nature ives ; for it ha: 
made no such distinction between one man and another; gor 
compact can convey,—for man not having such an arbitrary 
power over his own life, eannot give another man such a power 
vver it: but itis the effect only of forfeiture which the ag- 
gtessor makes of his own life, when he puts himself into the 
State of war with another. For having then quitted season, 
(which God bath given to be the rule betwixt man and man, 
and the common bond whereby haman kind 3s united into one 
fellowship aud society,) and having renounced the way of peace 
which that teaches, and made use of the force of war to corm. 
pass his unjust ends upon another—where he has no rnght,-— 
and so revolting from his ewn kind to that of beasts-—by mak - 
ing force, which is their’s-- to be kis rule of right; he renders 
Himself lisble to be destroyed by the injured person and the 
rest of mankind that will join’ with him in the execution of 
justice, as any other wild beast or noxious brute, with whom 
manind can have neither gociety nor security, And thus, 
captves tahen ina just and lawfel war, (and such only,) are 
subject toa despotical power; which, asit arises not from coin- 
pact, so neither is it capable of any, but is the state of war con- 
Unued; for what compact can be made witha man that is not 
master of his own life? what condition can he perform ? and 
if be be once allowed to be master of his own life, the desvo- 
tical arbitrary power of his master ceases. He that is master 
of hinself and his own life, has a right too, to the means of 
preserving it; so that, as soon as compact enters, slavery ceases ; 
and he so far quits his absolute pewer, and puts an end to the 
state of war, who enters into conditions with his captive. 

Natare gives the fiest of these, viz. paternal power, (see 
ariicle 371) to parenis, for the benefit of their children during 
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their minority, to supply their want of ability and understand- 
ing how to manage their property. (By property, T must be 
understood here, as in other places, to meau that property 
which men have in their persous as well as goods.) Voluntary 
agreement gives the second, viz. political power, (see article 
478) to governors, for the benefit of their subjects, to secure 
them in the possession and use of their properties. And for- 
feiture gives the third, despotical power, to lords, for their own 
benefit, over those who are stripped of all property, He that 
shall consider the distinct rise and extent, and the differeut 
ends, of these several powers, will plainly see, that paternal 
power comes as far short of that of the magistrate, as despo- 
tical exceeds it; and that absolute dominion, however placed, 
is So far from heing one kind of civil society, that it is as incon- 
sistent with it, as slavery is with property. Paternal power 1s 
only where minority makes the cluld incapable to manage his 
property ; political, where men have property in their own dis- 
posal; and despotical, over such as have no property at all. 
—John Locke. Of Civil Government, 1629. 


ODE. 
485. The glories of our birth and state. 
Are shadows, not substantial things ; 
There is no armour against fate ; 
Death lays his icy hands on kings : : 
Sceptre and crown 
Must tumble down, 
And in the dust—be equal made 
With the poor crooked scythe and spade. 
Some men with swords may reap the field, 
And plant fresh laurels where they kill; 
But their strong nerves at last must yield, 
They tame but one another still: 
Early or late 
They steop to fate, 
And must give up their murm’ring breath 
When the pale captive creeps to ; death. 
The laurel withers on your brow,— 
Then boast no more your mighty deeds ; 
Upon death’s purple altar now 
See where the victor-victim bleeds ! 
All herds must come 
To the cold tomb ;— 
Only the actions of the just 


ai Smell sweet and blossom im the dust. 
James Shirley. Poems. 1946. 
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TO THE REFORMERS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


THE YORK SOOT-BAG SLANDERS—MANUFACTORY OF 
LIES, AS THE BASIS OF CALUMNY! 


The silent, but rapid, progress you are making to-= 
wards the haven of your hopes, is to your enemies an 
inexplicable wonder. They are astonished that you can 
be quiet. They had painted and described you as wild 
beasts; and they are quite alarmed and discomfited at 
finding you do not resemble the horrid portraits which 
they had exhibited and vouched for as your likenesses! 
Calmness, decision, and prudence they were not disposed 
to allow were virtues of your nature. You remember 
they were equally confounded, at the reliance of our 
friends at Manchester upon the laws, when their sangui- 
nary yeomanry gave them a justifiable opportunity of 
taking vengeance into their own hands. In the very cli- 
max of madness, mock-loyalty attributed to you the 
murderous zntentions which itself put in practice; and 
while the tribunals fulminated the penalties of the law 
against those whose conduct had any tendency towards 
a breach of the peace, the actual outrages of armed 
mobs of drunken mimicries of soldiery, not tending to, 
but absolutely producing, riot, bloodshed, and murder, 
were overlooked! You were, however, calm and for- 
bearing ; and this demeanour, as becomes you, youhave 
sustained; and will sustain, until the justice of your 
cause shall triumph. Unable to attack you, mock-loyal- 
ty is again content with slandering you, and attempting 
to lay its follies, its blunders, and its crimes upon your 
shoulders. What, friends, do you imagine is the charge 
now advanced against you? Nothing less, than that 
you, the Rapicat RrrormeErs, under the epithet-of the 
** Lowest faction that disgraces the country,” not only 
““ invited,” but actualy ‘* betrayed,” the Queen to re- 
turn to this country!!! This accusation is probably 
advanced, with a view of ultimately charging all the 
mischiefs that may ensue from the miserable blunders of 
the Ministry, and their minions, upon the Radical Re- 


formers; with the same regard to truth, with which it 
VoL. Vil, Nu. a 
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was asserted the Parliamentary Reformers occasioned the 
riots in London, in 1780 ;* or that the populace attacked 
the yeomanry at Manchester ; which, though entirely false 
and notoriously untrue, is stillasserted, and some say be- 
lieved by Hulton of Hulton. These slanderous wretches 
see that they have brought matters to a fearful issue ; and 
when mischief is likely to happen, they always swear very 
stoutly that it has been oecasioned by others. It 1s not 
impossible that this ** lie of the day” may have been sent 
abroad, for the express purpose of affording the basis of 
another plot against reform ;—and therefore we feel 
justified in noticing it, although it appears in a certain 
repository of political filth, falsehood, and nonsense, 
which it is almost disgraceful to peruse. We allude to 
a paper called in York, the Soot-6ag; but which calls 
itself the Yorkshire Gazette, of the 7th inst. In the 
leading article of that number, this f/a/sehood is broadl 

stated by some one, who must have KNOWN that he 
was DELIBERATELY LYING, when he penned the 
words! Only conceive a fellow who can coolly sit down 
to fabricate a deliberate untruth!—not a matter that 
he might have picked up in the way of report—not a 
point of opinion, on which men might difler ; but a plain, 
direct, palpable and apparent falsehood !—gross and 
black, as the father of all lies; and by its author known 
to be untrue! What a thing is this, to edit a ménis- 
terial and religious journal! What a being to affect to 
lament the depravity of the press! What a knave, to 
talk of honor, and his country’s cause! The writer of 
a lie! As the basis of consequent slanders! Without 
this lie, the liar could not have proceeded to give color to 
what he was about to utter. The falsehood was his 
medium, his raw material of calumny—and he prepared 
at for himself, expressly for his use! ‘The folly of the 
thing is nothing to the purpose. None a but fool would 
have made such falsehood ;—but a gross fool may yet be 








ee 


_ * One of the ministerial lies of that day, Major Cartwright 
informs us, was the statement, that the Duke of Richmond was 
seen on Blackfriars-Bridge, in the disguise of a chimney-sweeper, 


encouraging the mob. His Grace, at thal time, was a Radical 
Reformer, 
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a most mischievous falsifier. It is ridiculous enough to 
suppose, which this falsehood does suppose, that a con- 
spiracy was entered into between the King, the Ministry, 
and the Radicals, to nite, and betray the Queen to 
England !—or that the King and the Ministry agreed to 
forward a plot of the Radicals to obtain possession of the 
Queen! The thing could not have happened—the mat- 
ter is utterly impossible. The Reformers could not 
make any use of her Majesty, if they could have invited, 
or if she could have accepted their invitation. They 
could not have wsed, if they had been able to betray her 
hither. She has been of no advantage to the Reformers, 
except by throwing into their ranks those whose hearts 
revolted at individual oppression, while their heads could 
not comprehend the necessity of combatting the general 
principles of misrule. It is true the Reformers have 
most essentially served her Majesty, and they are proud 
of having had the opportunity. They found her deserted 
by all, who ought to have been near her—exposed to all 
the strength and artifice of power—the intended victim 
of false accusation—and ready for the sacrifice, ‘ either 
“asa martyr, or acriminal!” Their crime is, that 
they have SAVED HER MAJESTY!!! This galls the 
church that refused to pray, and the statesmen, that 
would not treat her with the ordinary civility due to the 
meanest of her sex! When the church abandoned, and 
the ministers attacked her—when she was alone, and 
desolate—the “‘ busy crouds of radicalism congregated 
* around her from every quarter ;”—not for their profit, 
but for her safety—not for their gratification, but for her 
protection. They succeeded, and retired when they 
struck the uplifted bolt from the hands of her accusers. 
All this must have been as well known to the despicable 
fabricator of the infamous falsehood, as to every person 
in the realm, who has the gift of ears, even if incapable 
of reading. We should like to know who the fellow is? 
Talk of blackguardism,—a word this fellow uses !—We 
can conceive no better personification of a real black- 
guard, than a wretch ‘‘ wearing a black coat, black 
** waistcoat, black silk stockings, black shoes, black hat, 
*¢ with the whiteness of his shirt and neck-cloth abun- 
** dantly compensated for, by the blackness of his heart 
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‘¢ __naid to speak truth, and trusted in the hope that h¢ 
2 Will earn his wages—assuming the garb, and mock- 
‘ing the character of holiness—pretending to be an 
* ne neon from heaven, and yet transacting the 
“ business of its opposite—with religion on the tongue 
‘as a means of deception—and rancour in the bosom 
“to convert its balm into poison. — Such a thing, 
‘ sitting down to commit a deliberate lie to the blush- 
‘ing paper, is the only type of absolute and perfect 
" blackeuardism ;” if any such there be. A want of se- 
veral of these qualifications would render the blackguard 
dess complete:—but for an ordinary, general definition 
of the term, as in opposition to one w ho can be tolerated 
in society, and treated as a man, we should say the mis- 
chievous “ hera!d of a lie,” isa blac kguard of sufficiently 
imposing magnitude, to be shunned by all who think the 
truth of value. for all difference of opinion, we make 
every allowance. We can admit his right to recommend 
the Queen to stay at home. We can allow it is fair 
enough to tell the people they should not risk a revolu- 
tion, on such disputes! We can pardon his opinion, that 
Where a King and a Queen jostle on the road, the Queen 
ought to give way ; though we are of a contrary opinion, 
and think in ordinary gallantry, the gentleman ought to 
make his bow and give the lady the wall! These are 
points of difference ; but the meanness of attributing to 
the people the evils of the conduct of the ministry —the 
cowardly revival of the slanders of a defenceless woman, 
who has no benefices to bestow, or she would have the 
children of the church crowding to lick her feet—the af- 
fectation of alarm, and the abuse of reform—are damning 
departures from all law, from all reason, from all virtue, 
and from all justice. We should be ashamed to call 
ourselves men, were we capable of such unmanly con- 
duct to our worst, and most inveterate foes :—and should 
shun the reptiles who can stoop to it, as we would shun 
the plague! What the feelings of such an animal can 
be, it puzzles us to guess ; but he affords a clue to the 
supposition that he has none, by rejoicing in the same 
paper, that the death of Buonaparte wilt save some mo- 
ney, Which may defray the expence of Majocchi’s esta- 
blishment at Milan, where he informs us the celebrated 
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Non Mi Ricordi ‘ resides in splendour, in an elegant 
‘ willa, and has a number of servants in livery,” though 
he is modest enough to add, ‘ he is not admitted into 
‘¢ any respectable company.” Majocchi, Oliver, Ed~- 
wards, Castles, Reynolds, Franklin, and the walking 
soot-bay, would not make a bad commission of enquiry, 
as to the merits ef his successor, should the time ever 
occur, when— 


© ¥he Devil grown old, is anxions to prepare, 
“A fit suecessor for the infernal chair.” 





SOCIETY OF PAINTERS IN DISTEMPER, 
BRIDGE STREET, BLACKFRIARS. 
(Continued from p. 61.) 
FIRST EXHIBITION.—I1821. 


Painter.—1\! isa pretty mocking of the life. 








Poet.— —_—-—— Pil say of it, 
It tutors nature: artificial strife, 
Lives in these touches, livelier than in life. 
Timon of Athen. SHAKESPEARE. 


66. Original design for a Palace of Justice. By 
Pulham Clinton, of Newcastle. This magnificent con- 
ception being accompanied by a detailed specification of 
its peculiar uses and characier, we refer our readers 
thereto for full particulars. In this place it may suffice 
to say, that the intent of the noble architect embraces 
nothing less than a saving of one half the time and labour 
hitherto expended on the administration of justice. Mr. 
C. having proved his calculations on a late important 
trial, will endeavour to convince the most sceptical of 
the truth of his positions, the correctness of his assump- 
tions, and the soundness of his principles. In truth, this 
grand arcanum lies ina nutshell picked out of the science 
of acoustics ; for by a very novel and ingenious disposi- 
tion of the court, and its appended offices, only one side 
of a question or case need be heard, to enable the judges 
and jurors to proceed to judgment; and the verdict has 
this peculiar excellence, that all crosses, doubts, and con- 
tradictions of evidence or inference, are altogether re- 
moved from the jury, so that a most delectable unani-: 
wity will be invariably assured in the decision of allt 
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causes Whatever. Mr. Clarens Binnacle, having tried 
its efficacy in the civil action of ‘ Jollyboat versus Jor- 
dan,’ has been pleased to express his unqualified approval 
of this refined speculation; and we congratulate our 
artist on the enviable sanction of so distinguished a phi- 
logopher, and so amiable a citizen. Hail to thee, watery 
thane !—‘ that shalt be king hereafter ! 


Semper honos nomenque tuum laudesque manebunt. 
82. Portrait of the Advocate Vilmacarti, of Milan. 
By Kernel Browne. 
And are ye sure the news is true? 
And are ye sure he’s weel ? 


And has he slipp’d the Stygian crew? 
And trick’d the muckle de’il ? 


Gracious powers !—lhas he positively survived the four 
(or four and twenty) mortal murders inflicted on his 
inestimable crown by that infamous band of Italian 
bravos, whos2 flagitious attack at once horrified and 
mystified the nations from Calpe to Kamschatka? A 
cock to Esculapius the Doctor, and a goose to Mercury 
the God of Lies, shall forthwith attest our thankfulness 
for this unhoped-for—most-welcome—and never-enough 
-to-be-sufficiently-gratefully-felt restoration! Rumor 
had told us that this superb picture remained unfinished 
at the moment of the visitation of stilettos ;—then what 
must be our joy on thus beholding it completed? and in 
contemplating it asa rich accession of art to the stores of 
our generous and high minded country, which boasts of 
* brothel-ly* Browne’ (as Counsellor Broomstick desig- 
nates him) with more than parental partiality? This is 
indeed a glorious portrait. The vigor of Rubens, the 
delicatezza of Vandyke, the truth ef del Piombo, the » 
color and dignity of Titian, are congregated in the 
figure ; while the refined taste of the classic back ground, 
breathes the very spirit of Polidoro. The beneficent 
and benevelent advocate is represented standing by his 
official desk, and in the habit of giving money to aclerk-~ 
like youth, who in turn is depositing in his left hand a 
tape-tied bundle of letters apparently just drawn from 
a satchel inscribed ‘ Bonfiglio Pomati ;? and the spec 








——_ 





bs, Literatim et verbatim, dol copy the M.S. of Mr. Popplewell 
Pilkington, but egad this phrase smacks too keenly of the serving. 
man’s * /apsus lingua,’ Is net * brotherly’ the correct’ Christian 


yeading 3 Prinven’s Devir. 
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tator feels at a loss which first to admire,—the palm- 
tickled expression in the face of the young receiver, or 
the almost apostolic sweetness that lights up in the fea~ 
tures of the donor a grandeur of sentiment such as we 
frankly confess never before to have seen. This chef 
d’ceuvre was painted expressly for the most accomplished 
gentleman in Europe, and it could not have been placed 
in more appropriate hands. 

86. General View of Bridge Street, Blackfriars, 
with figures. By Charles Murrain. The society’s 
catalogue is a little deficient here; it should have stated 
that the figures so charmingly and tastefully introduced 
in this otherwise dry transcript of brick and mortar, 
represent the touching ceremony of * whipping culprits 
at the carl’s tail, from the Bridge foot to the obelisk. 
The sheriffs duly supervise the proceedings; a young 
vagabond of the figure and complexion of Horton, is 
strapped to the moving vehicle, and caricaturing in his 
torturous expression the agony of the sons of Laocoon ; 
while Master King, the man of thongs, is tickling the 
young rogues’s catastrophe and the risible faculties of 
the spectators, in the most effective manner imaginable. 
On the left appear several hardened offenders who have 
already ‘ fasted the caf; among whom we recognize 
Dr. Slop, Betty Sharp, aud Grizzle Golighty, convicted 
last sessions of keeping disorderly houses; Sall Sewell 
and Moil Murray, for swindling; Dide Routwell, alias 
Dick Filch, Loyalty Reeve, and Johnny Sillyvesture, 
alias Black Jack, for divers frauds and extortions of 
money. This interesting knot is tied with consum- 
mate skill, the grouping is excellent; and it is ad- 
mirably balanced on the right by a waggon-load of 
unhappy wretches whose hour is not yet come but 
whose terrified features bespeak too plainly their sense of 
the ¢reat that awaits them. This gang would lend new 
illustrations of character to the ¢ dast judgment,’ of 
Michael Angelo; and Dante or Milton might bave 
peopled hell with an improved race of infernals, had 
their eyes been biessed with this enlightening spectacle. 
Never was picture more vital in colour, or move: 
spiritedly pencilled; never cxisted a more beautiful 


specimen of the effect ef iutclleet working en a congenial 
subjeet. 
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93. An Hypocritical Convert of the Times. By 
Dr. Slop. Uf the detection and developement of cha- 
racter is the test of excellence in portraiture, this 
work possesses claims of the strengest nature. Native 
dishonesty, glazed down with artificial dissimulation, 
speak most forcibly here. Nor are the manners less 
truly pourtrayed than the sind of this rare subject. 
Radical vulgarity, partially veiled by affected gen- 
tility, animates every feature, and produces such an 
astonishing identity, or rather (to quote the fine-edged 
critical phrase of Miss Gosling) so hog-in-armourish 
a look, that but a glance of it will rivet the atten- 
lion of the most careless spectator. We shall not 
offer one word of compliment on the mechanical skilk 
displayed in a work which cannot be overlooked by any 
amateur. Sir John Stitchwell is about to copy it for 

tany Bay, but the Old Bailey is spoken of for the 
original; be that as it may, we have good reasons fox 
suspecting that Surgeons’-Hfall will be its ultimate rest- 
ine place. (To be continued.) 

TO SIR JOHN BAYLEY, KNIGHT, ONE OF HIS MA- 
JESEFY’S JUSTICES OF THE COURT OF KING’S 
BENCH, 

Livrer If. 
My Loran, 4th July, 1821. 

In my former letter, dated June 13, a few words were 
said on the ‘* tendency” of public speeches, complaining of public 
grievances, as well as ou the “ possibility” of evil to arise there- 
trom. ‘This was in reference to a case, in which the result in- 
tended to be produced, was produced; namely, a peaceable, 
and, with the exception of a solitary voice or two, a unanimous 
adoption on the part of many thousand persons, of certain 
respectful applications to the House of Commons, which it was 
hoped night induce it to take measures for a constitutional re- 
form in the national representation.—Surely, my Lord, such 
an actual result was not a very fit occasion for the introduction 
of your Lordship’s insaginary “ tendencies,” and imaginary 

‘* possibilities”! Uf the doing of any thing which may bring 

men within the ‘* possébelity” of harm, is to be called a criminal 

* tendency to evil; and if they are to be forbidden to meet for 

consultation, because of the ‘* possibility” of mischief, can 

Despotism desire more than to establish such doctrines? | 

When rulers may be thought to have deeply injured a nation 
ia their liberty and their property, and even to have deprived 
a large proportion of the people of the means of obtaining the 
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very necessaries of life, how, I pray, under such circumstances, 
are rational beings to act? —Mr. Justice Best, wholly over- 
looking a prominent feature in the very proceedings under con- 
sideration, authoritatively said— Petition’ !—The assembled 
People of Birmingham DID petition. 

Who, my Lord, committed the greager crime —the party that, 
in a petition too unexceptionable to be rejected, applied to 
legislators who failed to protect them; or those legislators, 
who, as contrary to morality and humanity, as in contempt of 
the express injunctions of Magna Charta, both denied justice, 
and coolly looked on, while a faction of usurpers persecuted the 
orators of the aggrieved, for a few words of censure on those 
men in authority, uttered in the warmth of argument, and not 
charged as false? 

Returning to the topic of “ tendencies,” and ‘ possibilities,” 
your Lordship is desired to observe, that, in the train of those 
gigantic corruptions which all the Defendants, in common with 
every man of anenlightened and virtuous mind, most cordially 
reprobate, there are ‘‘ tendencies” and “ possibilities” of a 
very different character from those which, in pronouncing the 
judgment of the court, were by your Lordship noticed. 

On the authority of innumerable and authentic statements 
and Petitions, which a conscious House of Commons, without 
fulfilling the duty of affording redress, bath in silence entered 
on its Journals, your Lordship, I must conclude, cannot by 
any “ possibility” doubt, thata very great majority of the seats 
in that House are unconstitutionally, legally, and therefore 
most mischievously usurped, by about one hundred peers, and 
nearly as many commoners. 

Is there then a ‘‘ possibility,’ my Lord, of not seeing that 
sO extensive a usurpation, which takes from the nation and 
transfers to a selfish, pillaging facticn, the entire potency of the 
ost vital branch of the legislature, notwithstanding the con- 
tinuance of empty forms and usages, is, in complete effect, a 
subversion of the constitution? What, then, is the ** tendency” 
of such a change from a Freedom to a Tyranny?’ Is there 
aught in the wanton freaks of Power, or in the odious iniquities 
of oppression, to which it doth not necessarily tend? To offer 
proot of so self-evident a proposition, would be an insult to 
human reason. 

I ask not, what may, by “ possibility,” flow from so im- 
poisoned a fount of legislation and controul; for, by bitter 
experience, we know the evil and misery to a betrayed nation, 
which must inevitably foliow!—Is there a vice—is there a 
baseness, a degradation, or an infliction, that ever did become 
the shame and the curse of an enslaved People, which, of such 
a pestilent cause must not be the pernicious effect, unless avert: 
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ed bya radical reform, bottomed on Right and Justice? The 
usurpers must be subjected to the law :—their corruption must 
be clean swept away: the Commons House must be rescued 
from their pillaging hands, and, i a state of primitive health 
and purity, given back to the injured People! 

Party men, while the constitutional vessel is sinking deeper 
and deeper, like the insane crew of a foundering ship, who fly 
to the brandy-room for extinguishing the sense of their misery, 
may wrangle and harangue by day and by night, session after 
BeSslon, to ‘the grief and astonishment, to the contempt and in- 
dignation of a : tortured people ; but, until they shall come to 
the sole conclusion, to which common sense and integrity point, 
namely—a Radical Reform in strict accordance with the Con- 
stitution, they will in effect do nothing—-unless it be to turn 
difficulty into destruction, and, for a sate and salutary Reform, 
afflict their country with a sanguinary Revolution. 

The usurping faction, by the instrumentality of men in silk 
gowns (who, mark you, my Lord, have had conferred on them, 
by the faction, the means of both haranguing and voting in 
Parliament), may, “ possibly,” for a while longer persecute 
Parliamentary Reformers, by courses of flagrant injustice ; but, 
unless the existence of a God be a dream—unless the Almighty 
know not how to write his law in legible characters— uuless our 
belief in his omniscience, his benevolence, his truth, his justice, 
and the gift of reason to his earthly children, be an unsubstan. 
tial fancy, all this persecution will accelerate that day, when 
England’s freedom shall have its resurrection; or, in ether 
words, when her REPRESENTATION, which hath bree sown 
in corruption, shall be raised in incorruption—sown in disho~ 
nour, Shall be raised ia glory—sown in weakness, shall be raised 
in power, for the temporal salvation of the State, and the future 
happiness of the People ! 

But, from this general reasoning, allow me to descend to 
some particulars relative to my individual case, as distinguisha- 
ble from that of the other detendants. They took part in the 
proceedings of the day: / did not. They stood forward and 
argued: J sat in ac bair, a silent auditor and spectator ; merely, 
aut the close of the busine ss, acknowledging my sense of a com- 
pliment paid me, in as few words as possible. Although, by 
the language they uttered, they spared bo usurpation in high 
places, yel that language violated no law, 

Re specting the inference of con spirac Ui) agaist the whole tive, 
from what pi assed at my lodgings, as well might couspiracy "a 
inferred agamst your Lordship and your amily, for what passes 
at your table every day lit the year! In truth, those who could 
charge as conspiracy what passed at niv lodgings ti Buming 
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ham, or in respect of any other circumstance on that occasion, 
must have minds congenial with those of ———, with an ef- 
frontery for setting at defiance the common sense of mankind. 

When will the wonders of corruption cease to amaze us?— 
When will its hardihood in wickedness arrive at its climax ?— 
What shall exceed an indict ment charging five sincere Reform- 
ers with conspiracy, being the work of an Attorney and Solici- 
tor General, who take seats in Parliament by means and acts 
which are far more than a consptracy, inasmuch as they are 
operations in an act ual overthrow of the State, a real subver- 
sion of our sacred Constitution and lawful Government! But, 
no wonder that these men fancied they saw a mote in the eye of 
Reformers, when blinded by the rotten-borough beam in their 
own ! 

What must be the subtle contagion of the state typhus, blow- 
ing from a poisoned source by ten thousand arteries, and teu 
times ten thousand ramifications of the body politic, and float~ 
ing on every mind through the political atmosphere, a typhus 
attainted with a moral ophthalmic? And what its viru'ence, 
when it could resist the etlicacy of that preservative, TRIAL 
BY JURY! Here, my Lord, is matter for deep consideration, 
not only to the political physician, but to the judges of the 
land. If the blind lead the blind, shall they not both fall into 
the ditch? 1f jurors’ by a Red-Book gentleman, can be arbi- 
trarily selected from the mentally blind through party preju- 
dice —if entire juries can be thus packed, how shall innocence 
escape the snares of wickedness? How shall the patriot cham- 
pion of the Constitution have defence against the malice and 
machinations of the traitorous corruptionist ? 

That on the subject of jury-packing, the Warwickshire trial 
hath already excited an attention which is not likely to sleep, 
is a Satisfaction that, in my estimation (though of humble for- 
tune), more than repays the fine imposed on me, in addition to 
nearly six times the sum incurred for a defence. And, my 
Lord, although it hath been your office to pronounce on me a 
law sentence, for having conspired to bring into hatred and 
contempt the Constitution of my country, 1 have the proud 
gratification of knowing, that, among anxious and unequivocal 
labours in the course of seven-and-forty years, the single act of 
having accurately defined that Constitution has been a service 
of the highest importance —a service that might well bring 
on me the enmity of the real conspirators, and their political 
bravoes. 

_ That Definition, my Lord, not only protects the constitu- 
ston against the stroke petulently aimed by Paine and his elo- 
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quent followers, who deny its existence, while yet they revere 
that ‘ political itberty” which, according to Blackstone, is its 
“end and scope’; but the said Definition is likewise the 
Constitution's impenetrable shield of defence agaist a death- 
threatening stab of the same Blackstone, who, among his 
paradoxes” and self-contradictions, afhirms, that ‘* Parliament 
‘can change and create afresh even the Constitution of the 
“ Kingdom, and of parliaments themselves; which, being 
equivalent to affirming that a child can be et ifs OWN progent- 
tors, and that a creature can new make its creator, is the very 
climax of absurdity! 

The portentous hatching of this egg of a Cochatrice®, if 
may continue the poetical strain of this unnatural fiction, hath 
since brought forth a brood of deadly, many-headed vipers, 
playing the part of Jackals to tha :t devouring monster, the rotten- 
borough Sphinz, whose grand Enigmas—“ The Constitution 
as by Law established,” bath been so oft written in the Statute 
book, and Proclamations, and so repeatedly made the disgust- 
ing burden of Indictments / 

"When it is recollected that the Cockatrice Vipers have ac- 
tually stung to death sundry Englishmen, and that the damn- 
able doctrine of the Enigmas craftily paves the way for extin- 
guishing all liberty by a succession of acts of parliament, for 
e etablishine by daw au Alverine Constitution, the value of the 
Writer's Definetion—an “zis the vipers cannot look on without 
shame aid dismay, may be understood. 

Your Lordship may recollect the Oracle, which foretold that 
the Theban People would be saved from destruction,{ whenever 
any one of the Beeotian Sphinx’s Enigmas should be evplained ; 
for, as soon as that should happen, the Oracle foretold “ she 
would destroy herself,” which, as soon as G2 lipus had un- 
riddled one of her riddles, she accordingly did, * by dashing 
her head against a rock.’”—-May we not then hope, that the 
English People are now ina fair way of being saved, seeing 
that this accursed riddle of the rotten-borough Sphinx, about 
a child that beget its progenitors, and a creature that new 
made its creator, bath been unriddled and exposed to ridicule, 
aye, and likewise to “ hatred and contempt ;” and that we shall 
therefore svon see the devouring beast “ destroy herself, by 
dashing her head against a rock,’ —that of radical Reform? 

The present writer must needs think that he who, by a de- 
finition of fine intelligible common sense propositions, had sub- 
stituted a noon day light on our national polity, fora midnight 
darkness, for preserving the Constitution from the conspirings 
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* An imaginary serpent, fruit of a Cock’s Egg. 
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of usurpers, founding their hopes on the vile jargon of “ a 
constitution as by law established,” was not exactly the. man 
to have been charged with that particular crime! 

Reflectinz on the long roll of Englishmen, eminent as teachers 
of political science, recollecting how many of those distinguished 
persons had failed in attempting to define our nation’s polity, 
and adverting at the same time to the insumerable evils arising 
from having an unwritten constitution, to have been the first 
who succeeded in defining that national polity, ought, methinks, 
to have secured that person from the insult and vulgar calumny 
of being described as evil-minded, malicious, and seditious! as 
attempting to injure and degrade that very polity, which it had 
been the anxious labour of his life to preserve, and render an 
object of supreme veneration! _ 

Without accurately understanding the constitution, it is not 

possible to do justice to the sacred character and inestimable 
benefit of TRIAL BY JURY ; nor can we fathom the turpitude 
of those monsters of iniquity, who, more like demons than 
men, systematically corrupt such a tribunal ! 
In the Definition it is said, that the Constitution “ For its 
juridical means of sure defence and self-preservation, hath 
lastly its local JURIES, which are not mere wheels in an 
ever-changing law, but regulating main springs in a never- 
changing * constitution, that that constitution may not be 
violated in the person of any individual subject, nor public 
liberty be stabbed through the sides of any private man; for 
it is a main duty of JURIES, conscientieusly and resolutely 
to protect their neighbours, and consequently themselves, 
their posterity, and their country, from the mischiefs of sta— 
tutes contrary to the constitution, or of doctrines subversive 
* of public freedom.” 

The high character of sacredness ascribed to TRIAL BY 
JURY, is inferrable from this, that, in the Definition it is 
seen, that “ the Constitution is distinct from, superior to, and 
*“ unalterable by, the law? for that law is the child, or effect, 

whereef the legislature, which is only one of the five parts of 
“ the constitution, is the parent or cause; whereas tie local 


Jury, equally with the Legislature, is one entire and essential 
part of the Constilution. : 
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*.Jn strictness of abstract truth, those parts oaly, which, as 
founded on the eternal principles of the law of nature, and abso- 
luiely essential! to self-preservalion, are really unchangeable. But 
hereditary royalty and aristocracy have, in the antient and deep- 
rooted ha!its of the nation, a full security for their continuance, 


provided only they shall not themselves, by extravagant abuses of 
power, eradicate those securities. 








106 THE BLACK DWARF. 


Again; “ The Constitution having been willed by the sove 
“ reign Nation. anterior to all legislation, ‘tis impossible that 
“ it could have been * by dau -stablisiied ;’ for, were so glaringly 
«« absurd and so deeply villainous a doctrine once ‘ established,’ 
« it must follow, that England by the passing of a single act of 
“ parliament, might be subjected to an Algerine Constitution 
‘ with Sabre Law.” 

See we not here the high and holy gronnd on which TRIAL 
BY JURY stands? That it was antecedent to all Jaw? That, 
being an essential member of the Constitution, legislation itself 
cannot take it away, nor divest it of tts conservatize powers? 
What is it then, short of a legal assassination of a defendant, 
or of treason to the Constitution, to pack a jury! Were not 
this to throw a deadly poison into the fountain at which a 
neighbour—perhaps a persecuted neighbour—is compelled to 
drink? But, how sweeping, how fatal were it to the nation’s 
freedom, if a vicious precedent shall establish a general prac- 
tice! Wherefore, the atrocity of the deed, no words can ex- 

ress! 

Had not TRIAL BY JURY been an unalterable part of the 
Constitution, Blackstone could not with propriety have called 
it 6 the ground bulwark of an Englishman’s liberties ;’’* nor 
could have added “ so that the liberties of England cannot but 
‘‘ subsist so long as this pa/ladium remains sacred and inviola- 
“‘ble;’+ for we know that while that species of trial is a 
“ bulwark,” or a “ palladium” of liberty, a perversion of it by 
packing, may be its DESTRUCTION. 

The late Earl Stanhope accurately observed, “ that dwo of 
“‘ the principles on which our liberties rest, are Representation 
“in Parliament, and Trial by Jury. ‘Take away from the 
** people either of those two fundamental pillars of the Consti- 
‘“‘ tution, and from that moment the nation is enslaved.” t 

To impart, then, the deepest, foulest of all possible strains to 
the packing of a Jury, it is when the object is to“ take away 
from the People’? BOTH those fundamentals ; which is done, 
when the packing is against efforts for reforming the Represen- 
tation; as, in that case, even one of “ the fundamental pillars 
of the constitution” is first removed, and then used as a lever 
to uproot and destroy the other! 

“ Shall I not visit for these things saith the Lord,’’ is 
applied in holy writ, toa matter of a far less heinous nature, 
than poisoning the fountain of Justice to serve the purposes 
of corruption, incessantly at work for the demoralization.and 
ruin of a great nation. 





_ == 


®1V. 349, t IV. 350. + Ri. of Jur. Defended 








THE BLACK DWARF. 107 


~ It was the powerful instrumentality united with the sacred - 
ness of TRIAL BY JURY which could alone justify the learned 
and profound Seldon, when he said of the freemen of this 
realm, that, “as they had the degislative power, so hkewise 
they had the judicial,” (Lord Stanhope’s two “ fundamental 
pillars”) and thereby, next under God, an absolute dominion 
‘* over themselves and their estates.’”* 

Am I not then correct in noting, that JURIES are not mere 
wheels in the complex machinery of an ever-changing law, but 
regulating main-springs in a mever'-changing Constitution? For 
doth it not now appear, that, being an integral, an essential, a 
vital part of a polity that was antecedent to all law, they partake, 
with parliament, itself, of the attribute of dominion.” 

There is another mode by which this truth may be illustrated. 
It has been admirably said, that “ representation is the happiest 
discovery of political wisdom ;” but to justify this encomium it 
must embrace both the origination and the application of the 
laws; by furnishing independent legislators to enact, and inde- 
pendent jurors to apply them. ‘Po the perfection of those ends, 
such legislators must be freely elected by as equal proportions 
as possible of the male adult population ; and local jurors must 
be fairly drawn from the same population, and by such rules 
as shall secure rotation and indifferency; by excluding a pos- 
sibility of favour or affection, since it is only when so drawn 
they can be called a dependant’s “ country,” that is, a true re- 
presentative specimen of the district within which they are to 
apply the law. 

In whatever light TRIAL BY JURY can be placed, it must 
be evident that, as, in respect of packing, a good motive is in- 
conceivable, so, he who should be capable of refusing to pro- 
ceed by a rule insuring impartiality, and who, in defiance of 
argument and decency, should actually exercise an arbitrary 
discretion, must be content to know, that every honourable 
mind would feel convinced, that he had incurred the possible 
odium of perverting justice for some purpose or other. 

To be duly impressed with a sense of the inestimable value 
of the institution, we have only to consider with what an ex- 
treme jealousy of power—ever prone to oppress, it has been 
framed ; as well as what, an extraordinary anxiety it manifests 
for the protection of every individual, as a vital part of that 
aggregate, Or community, of which it is the intended ‘* bud- 
wark” and “ palladium.” 

: The constitution, through this glorious organ declares, that 
the Me, the liberty, the good name of an Englishman shall 





* Hist. and Polit. Dise. by Bacon, I. 58. 
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not be criminally brought in question, without a two-fold 
« shield, ‘to be provided him in the combined integrity, huma- 
“ nity and prudence of respectable neighbours, in two succes- 
“ sive juries; who, in administering the law to him, shall lay 
‘¢ down the law to themselves. 

“Ina decision of the grand jury on the charge exhibited, 
“ twelve of those neighbours at the least shall be convinced 
“ that atrial ought to be had, or the accused shall not be tried 
“atalil. And so tender, so scrupulous a regard shall be had 
“ to his protection, against the possibility of secret malice, ill- 
‘will, or error, operating to his disadvantage, that if in the 
“ final jury of ¢wedve, a single man of them shall not be con- 
‘* »inced of the truth of the accusation, the verdict shall be 
“* Not Guilty.” 

Had this emanation of heavenly benevolence been known to 
pagan Rome or Greece, no city would have been without its 
grateful temple dedicated to some deity, to whom would have 
been ascribed the manner of the invention! and under the 
christian dispensation, holds not this species of trial a glo- 
rious pre-eminence! seeing that real afhnity, observed ty 
Selden, which subsists between the origination and the ap- 
plication of laws, shall we not remark, that, as “ represen- 
tation is the happiest discovery of political wisdom,” so Eng- 
land’s Jury Trial is the happiest discovery of juridical wisdom ! 
Should it then, my Lord, be England’s ill fate, that these in- 
stitutions of supreme wisdom, each in its kind the per- 
fection of perfection, as uearly as to human nature is 
attainable, should, by the wickedness of corrupt men, be 
actually transformed into engmes of a wide-spreading mis- 
chief, producing a moral pestilence in the land, what should be 
thought of the religion or humanity of that man, who should 
not be ready to stand, with his sacrifice of all selfish interests, in 
his hand, ‘ between the living and the dead, that the plague 
might be stayed from the people ! 

This subject necessarily branches out into so many important 
particulars, that I ain sure you will thank me for endeavouring 
to set you night as to its various bearings ; which, begging you 
will carefully read the previous remarks, I will endeavour to do 
in another letter. 

J remain, 
My Lord, &c., 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 
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